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and  Mohammedan Pai,  The  girls  were  Cassia and Jade

Bracelet.

Hsi-m6n Ch'ing took up a brush and crossed out the names
of the two girls and of Sun Kua-tsui and Chu Shih-nien. Then
he gave orders that all the others should be arrested and
brought before him the following day.

In the evening, the runners discovered Wang III and the
others drinking and playing ball at Cassia's house. They^
surrounded the house, and, in the middle of the night, raided
it. They arrested Little Chang, Nieh Yueh, Yu K'uan,
Mohammedan Pai and Hsiang IIL Sun Kua-tsui and Chu
Shih-nien-crawled away to the back of the house, and Wang III
crept beneath Cassia's bed. Cassia and the others were
terrified and did not know what to do. They came out to ask
what the raid meant, but Wang III, in his hiding-place, dared
not move an inch. The old procuress imagined that the
runners must have come again at the orders of some authority
in the Capital. Before dawn> she made Li Ming dress and take
Wang III home.

The police took Little Chang and the others and threw
them into gaol for the night. The next day, when Hsi-mgn
Ch'ing arrived at the office, he went with Magistrate Hsia to
the hall of audience. The underlings were all in attendance.
The prisoners were dragged forward. Each of them was
placed in the screws and then beaten twenty times. Their
skin was torn, their flesh bruised, and blood streamed from
them. There was such a sound of beating that it reached the
skies and the noise of their groanings shook the earth.

"You outrageous scoundrels!" Hsi-m6n Ch'ing cried. "You
are always leading astray young men of good family and taking
them to the bawdy-house. I ought to give you most severe
punishment, but, for this once, I am being kind to you and
letting you off with a few stripes. If ever you come into my
hands again, I will have you put in the cangue and make a
show of you outside the Town Hall." He bade the officials
kick them out, and they ran for their lives.

Having settled this matter, Hsi-m&n Ch'ing and Hsia
retired to a room to drink tea.

"Yesterday," Hsia said, "I had a letter from my kinsman,
Grand Secretary Ts'ui, in which he says that a report upon